Crush syndrome due to limb compression.
Four patients with the crush syndrome due to prolonged limb compression were treated at Cook County Hospital, Chicago. Limb injury was caused when the obtunded patient fell asleep lying on the involved extremity. Prolonged limb compression may cause an acute compartment syndrome with ischemic muscle injury. Continued muscle ischemia may lead to myonecrosis resulting in shock or renal failure. A history of prolonged limb compression with a swollen limb should suggest the diagnosis of crush syndrome. Prompt therapy, including rapid correction of volume and metabolic derangements, extensive open fasciotomy, and dialysis for severe acute renal failure should provide good functional results in the majority of patients.